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This paper provides a brief analysis of modern firmware copy protection
methods used in 32-bit microcontrollers. The study highlights that safeguarding
intellectual property is a critical step in commercial development due to the high
cost of software engineering. Basic security measures, such as hardware Readout
Protection (RDP) and the deactivation of debug interfaces like JTAG or SWD, are
examined alongside their potential vulnerabilities, including hardware exploits
and service backdoors. Furthermore, the paper discusses advanced techniques like
on-the-fly memory encryption and the associated risks of bootloader
vulnerabilities. Ultimately, the analysis concludes that absolute security is
unattainable. Instead of providing an unbreakable defense, the primary goal of
these protection mechanisms is simply to make the reverse engineering process
economically unviable for competitors.

Y cydacHOMy CBiTi MIKPOKOHTPOJIEPH BHKOPHCTOBYIOThCS MailKe CKpi3b,
BiJ| HAWIPOCTIMIMX MOOYTOBUX NPUIANiB 10 CKIAAHHX CHCTEM MPOMHCIIOBO]
apromarusauii. OCKUIbKH pO3pOOKa TIPOrpaMHOro 3a0e3leYeHHs BUMArae
SHAYHMX BHUTPAT Yacy Ta 3yCHIb I0i KOMAHIH iFKCHEPIB, MUTAHHS 3aXHCTy
IHTeIIEKTYalbHOI BIACHOCTI CTa€ Jyxke roctpuM. OCOONMBO IIE CTOCYEThCS 32-
OITHUX MleOKOHTpOJ'ICpIB SIKI 3apa3 € CTaHAapTOM Jie-(pakTo B IHIYCTPII 1 MAIOTH
JIOCTaTHHO O00'eMy TaM'sTi JJis 36ep1raHH;1 CKJIaJIHUX 1 JOPOTHX AIrOPUTMIB.
ToMy pO3pOOHHMKH MIKPOCXEM MOCTIHHO 3MYIIEHI IIYKaTH HOBI CIOCOOH, 5K
YCKJIAHUTH KATTS TUM, XTO HAMArae€ThCs HECAHKITIOHOBAHO BKPACTH MPOIITUBKY
3 TOTOBOT'O MPHUCTPOI. 3aXUCT MPOIIMBKH € KPUTHUYHO BAXJIMBUM E€TANlOM
BUITYCKY Oy(b-SIKOTO KOMEpPLIHHOTO IPOJYKTY Ha PHHOK.

Opnum 13 HaI/IHOHII/IpeHIIHI/IX 1 0a30BHX METOMIB € alapaTHUi 3aXUCT BiJI
3YNTYBaHHS TaM'sTi, SKUH B TEXHIUHIA JOKyMEHTAIlil HaliyacTilie Ha3WUBalOTh
RDP (Readout Protectlon) CyTb 1BOrO METOIY TMOJATra€ B TOMY, IO ICIs
3aBAHTAXKCHHA ~ MpOIIMBKM B KOHTPOICp  Ha 3aBoz[1 CrieriabHIM
KOH(IrypawiiiHuii OIT IepeMUKAEThCS B ICBHUH CTaH, KU Ha allAPaTHOMY PiBHI
3a00pOHsIE 30BHIWHIA gocTym 10 duem-nam'sari. SIKmo XTock  crnpobye
MITKITIOYNTHACS 3BUYAMHUM TIPOTPAMaTOPOM 1 3YMTATH MAIIMHHUN KO, BiH
oTpuMae abo CyLUIbHI HyIli, 200 BUIIAKOBE CMITTsI, 800 MIKPOKOHTPOJIEP B3arali
3aBHCHE 1 MEPECTAaHe BIANMOBIZATH HAa KOMaH{W. ICHye KinbKa pIiBHIB TaKoro
3aXHUCTYy, 1 IEPIINN PiBEHB 3a3BUYAN TO3BOJISE 3HATH 3aXKCT JJIS IEPEITPOIINBKH,
aJie TpU IHOMY BCSI BHYTPIIIHS TaM'siTh TMOBHICTIO cTUpaeTrhes. lle poOuth
HCMOXI/IMBMM  KOIIOBAHHS ~ YYy)KOr0  KOJy, XO0Ya CaM YUl MOXHa
BUKOPHCTOBYBATH TOBTOPHO B IHINUX MPOEKTaX. XO4a HACIPaBJl B IHTEPHETI
MOBHO iH(OpMALlii PO Te, K iCHYIOTh METOAM 00XO0Iy LBOTO 3aXHCTy depes
amapaTHi BPa3jIMBOCTI CTApUX PEBI3iil YHIIB, KOIM, HAMPUKIIA], ’KUBJICHHS JyKE
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PI3KO NEPEPUBAETHCS 1 MIKPOKOHTPOJIEP MPOCTO HE BCTUTAE MEPEBIPUTHU CTaH
IIHOTO 3aXUCHOTO OiTa 1 Bi/Ia€ MIMATOK TaM'sITi.

Taxox Jy:Ke BaIIMBOIO YAaCTHHOIO 3aXHCTy € MPABUIIBHE MOBODKCHHS 3
iHTepdeiicaMy  BiIaJAKK I 4Yac Iepexoly 1O CepiiiHOro BHPOOHMLTBA.
P03p06HI/IKI/I 3aBXIM 3aJUIIA0Th anapatHi iHTepdeiicu tuny JTAG ado SWD
YBIMKHCHUMH ISl TOTO, 00 OYJI0 3py9HO LIyKAaTH IIOMHJIKH B KOAI 1 AMBUTHCS
CTaH PEricTpiB Mijl Yac CTBOPCHHS MPUCTPOIO. AJie B TOTOBOMY BHPOOI Iii IMiHH
000B's13K0BO Tpeba MPOrpamMHoO BIAKIIOYATH IIe Ha eTalli iHiliani3auil nepudepii,
abo Tepenpu3HaYaTH Ha 3BHYAWHI MOPTH BBOAY-BUBOAY IS CBITJIOMIONIB UM
KHOIOK. SKio mporpamict 3a0yjne e 3pOOUTH, 3TOBMHUCHUK MOXKE IMPOCTO
M IKITFOYUTHCS JI0 TIPAIIOI0YOT0 MPUCTPOIO HA TIJIaTl, 3yITMHUTH BUKOHAHHS Spa
POLecopa 1 CIOKIHO BHKa4aTH BECh BMICT ONEPATHBHOI Mam'sti. 3 IHIIOTO
OOKy, AKIIO MOBHICTIO 1 Ha3aBK/K 3a0JIOKYBATH BiJIA[Ky Ha ariapaTHOMy piBHI,
TO YHEMOXKIIHBIIOETECS Oyab-sika rI1MOOKa A1arHOCTUKA PUCTPOIO B CCPBICHOMY
LICHTPI y pasi cepiio3Hoi mosoMKu. ToMy iHOAI IHKEHEPH 3a/IMINAI0Th CIICIIabHI
IporpaMHi  OEKZOpH JUIs JOCTYIY CEepBICHHKIB, IO HACHpPaBji IOBHICTIO
MHOXXHTB Ha HyJIb YCIO O€3MeKy CHCTEMH, 00 i 66K,Z[0pH 4acTO 3HaXOASTh Yepe3
peBEPC-IHKUHIPUHT CYIYTHIX IPOrpaM Ha KOMIT'FOTEPi.

BinbIl cydacHi Ta ZOPOTi METO/M 3aXHCTy BKJIFOYAIOTH IIH(PYBAaHHS caMoi
MPOIIMBKH NPAMO BCepenHI MikpokoHTposepa. Kox 36epiraersest y ¢uent-
mam'siTi y 3ammpoBaHoMy BHIUSOl 3a craHgapramu tHmy AES, i
po3mn¢>p03yeTbcsI CHGHlaHLHI/IM anapaTHAM  KpUOTOrpadiyHuM G10KOM
OyKBaJIbHO "Ha JILOTY" OE3MOCEPENHBO MEPEA THM, SK IHCprKHISI NOTPAINTE Y
KOHBE€p sijipa Jj1sl BUKOHaHHS. L{e 3By4uTh sIK 1/1eaTbHUM 3aXUCT, TOMY 110 HABIThH
SKIIO XTOCH (I3MYHO PO3NHUIISE IUIACTUKOBHI KOPITYC MIKPOCXEMH KHCIIOTOIO i
CIpoOye 34MTaTH CTaH KOMIPOK TpaHSI/ICTOplB 1] SJIEKTPOHHUM MIKPOCKOIIOM,
BiH MMOOAYUTH JIMIIIE BUIMAIKOBUM HaO1p naHux. Kitou mmudpyBaHHs npu 1bOMY
JICKUTh B OKpPEMIN Ty>Ke 3aXUIEeHI 001acTi maM'sITi, ika HE YUTAEThCA. AJie TYyT
BUHHKAE BEIMYE3HA NPOdIIeMa 3 OHOBJICHHSAM MPOIIMBKH IIPHCTPOIO IO OBITPIO
abo uvepe3 Quieniky, 60 Tpeda sSKOCh Oe3MevyHO NepeaaBaTh HOBI KJIIOUl 1 camy
3amrdpoBaHy mpomuBKy. Lle BuMarae HanmvcaHHs QyXe CKIaAHOTO KACTOMHOTO
3aBaHTaXyBaua (bootloader). A cam 3aBaHTa)XyBay 3a3BHYail THILETHCS JIFOABMH
1 MOXe MaTu AipKu B Oe3reli adbo OaHalbHI Oaru TEePETIOBHCHHT 6y(1)epa yepes
SIKI XaKepH MOXKYTh 3MYCHTH KOHTPOJICp BUKOHATH iXHii BIaCHUM KOJI 1 mpoCTO
BUBECTH OPHUTIHAIBHY PO3IIM(PPOBAHY MPOIIUBKY Yepe3 Oyab-SIKHA JTOCTYITHHMA
nopt Ty UART.
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