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This paper empirically tests the «RMSE illusion» in missing data

imputation: the finding that deterministic iterative imputers (MICE, MissForest)
minimize reconstruction error while causing Distributional Collapse -
measurable degradation of marginal variance and covariance structure. Using
the ACI dataset under MNAR conditions, we compare deterministic and
stochastic imputers via a dual-metric protocol covering both reconstruction
accuracy (RMSE, MAE) and distributional fidelity (Wasserstein distance, VR,
KS). Results confirm a fundamental trade-off: deterministic methods achieve
low RMSE but fail distributional preservation, while stochastic approaches do
the opposite. This motivates a hybrid design combining deterministic
initialization with stochastic refinement.

Hana poboTa onucye KOHTPOJIbOBAaHUM OCHUMApKIHIOBUN E€KCIIEPUMEHT,
pO3po0IeHUN i eMIpUYHOI TepeBipku Tinore3u mpo umo3ito RMSE:
TBEP/KEHHS, 110  TOYKOBI ~ METPUKM  PEKOHCTPYKIi,  Takl  §K
cepennbokBaapatuyHa nomumika (RMSE), € HemoctatHiMu — 1 MOTEHIIHHO
OMAaHJIUBUMHU — SIK €JIMHI KpUTepii SKOCTI iMmmyTauii. ['0JIOBHUI apryMeHT
NOJIATa€ B TOMY, IO JI€TEPMIHOBaHI I1TEPATUBHI IMIYTaTOPU CUCTEMATUUYHO
ONTHUMI3YIOThCA AJI1 TPOTHO3YBAaHHS YMOBHOIO CEPEIHbOrO, IO MIHIMI3YE
NOMWJIKY PEKOHCTPYKIIli, ajié BOJHOYAC CIPUYUHSAE KOJANC PO3MOALTY
(Distributional Collapse): BumiproBaHe 3MEHIIICHHS MapriHaJIbHOI AuUcHepcii Ta
Jerpajamniio CTPYKTYypd MDK(AKTOpHOI KoBapialii B IMITyTOBaHOMY HaOopi
nanux [1]. ExcrnepumeHT mnoOyAoBaHUN SIK CHPOIIEHE 3ICTABJICHHS JBOX
CIMEHCTB IMIYTAaTOPiB 32 YMOB KOHTPOJIbOBAHOTO PEKUMY «HEBHUMAJIKOBUX
nponyckiBy (MNAR) Ta OIIIHIOETBCS 3a JIONMOMOTOK CHUCTEMHU IOABIMHHX
METPHUK, fKa HE3aJIeKHO BUMIPIOE TOYHICTh PEKOHCTPYKIi Ta TOYHICTh
30epeKCHHS PO3IOILTY.

Jlu3aiiH eKCIepUMEHTY I'PYHTY€EThCS Ha TPhOX MPUHIIMIIAX:

— TPIOPUTET HATAETHCS BHYTPIIMIHIA BaJITHOCTI NMUISIXOM BUKOPUCTAHHS
€IMHOTO, T00pe BHBYCHOTO TOBHOTO HAOOpPY [aHUX, y SKOMY TPOIYCKH
CTBOPIOIOTHCS IITYYHO;

— 30epiraeTbCs €KOJOriyHa BadiAHICTh uepe3 BuOip mexanismy MNAR,
SAKUH B1oOpa)xae peajabHl NATEPHU CTPYKTYPHUX MPOITYCKIB.

— EKCIIEpUMEHT € HAaBMUCHO MIHIMAJIICTUYHUM Yy BHOOpI 0a30BOi
CTOXaCTUYHOI MOJIENI: BUKOPUCTOBYIOUM MPOCTHIA T'ayCCIBCHKUI CEMIUIEP 3aMICTh
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CKJIQJIHOT T€HEPAaTHBHOI MOJIEI, 130JIFOETHCS CaMe MEXaHi3M, BiIMOBITAIBLHHUNA 32
po3puB — 30EpeXKEHHS IUCIIepCii Yepe3 CEMIUTIOBAaHHSA — 3aMiCTh TOTO, I00
NPUIKCYBATH 1€ APXITEKTYPHIN CKIaJHOCTI KOHKPETHOI MOJIENI.

Excniepumentu mpoBozsaThcsi Ha HaOopi maHumx Adult Census Income,
kil MicTUTh 48842 crnoctepekeHHs Ta 14 03HaK, BKIOYAlOYH Oe3mepepBHi
¢dbiHaHCOBI Ta KareropiaibHi jgemorpadiuni 3miHHi. lle#t Habip o6paHO
3 TPbOX TPUYMH: CIPaBXHI HEMHIAHI 3aJeKHOCTI MDK O3HAKaMH,
3arajibHe BHU3HAHHsS Ha0Opy JaHMX SK OeHUYMapka, (piHaHCOBa CIIPSIMOBAHICTH
3 MOJICJTIOBAHHSIM «XBOCTIBY.

[lepen ekcrnepuMEHTOM 10 yCiX Oe3NepepBHUX O3HAK 3aCTOCOBYETHCS
Z-cta"aaprtuzailis. 3anucu 3 HasBHUMHU IMPOMYCKaMHU BUKIIIOYAIOTHCS, 110 Ja€
noBHUH 0a3oBuit HaOIp nanuXx (Dpyy = 45,222), AKuii CIIyry€e €TAIOHOM.

CranmaptHa TmpakThka BHUKOpHCTOBYe MexaHi3Mu MCAR  (minkom
Bumnajkosi) abo MAR (BumaakoBi) ajisi 3pydyHOCTI oOumcieHb. OjHaK I
MEXaHI3MH ITHOPYIOTh 3HAa4YeHHS caMux o3Hak. Pexxumu MNAR, nHaBmakw,
BHOCSITh CEJICKTMBHUN 3CYyB: HMOBIPHICTh MPOIYCKY € (DYHKIIIEI0 CaMoro
3Ha4YeHHs [2].

[{isb0BOO 3MIHHOIO JIJIT MacKyBaHHsI 00paHo hours-per-week. Iaaukarop
nporycky M; BU3HAYa€ThCs SIK IMOBIpHICHA (PYHKITIS:

P(M; = 1lage, cp;) = o(By - p(age;) + Bz - p(cpy) + €), (1)
ne o(-) — curmoigHa ¢yukmis, ¢(-) — Z-cranmapruzarnis, € — U(0,0.1) —
BUIAJIKOBUI IITyM.

JIBa neTepMiHOBaHI ITEpaTHBHI IMIYTATOPH peai3oBaHl AK «Oe3nedHe»
cimeiictBo: MICE ta MissForest. O6uiBa onTHMI3yIOTh YMOBHE MaTeMaTHYHE
ouikyBaHHS E [X;,iss|Xops], 110 €KBIBaJICHTHO MiHIMI3aIlil BTpar L, [3].

«Pu3uKOBUI» CTOXaCTUYHUW IMIYTaTOp € HABMHUCHO TMPOCTHM: BIH
omiH€e YMOBHHUN po3n0iT P (Xpmiss| Xops) 1 3A1HCHIOE BUOIPKY 3 HBOTO:

X/rr;s = Weona + & € N(O, Ggond)' (2)

JUist OLIHIOBaHHSA pe3yibTaTiB 3aCTOCOBYBABCS MPOTOKOJ TMOABIMHUX
METPUK: MeTpuK TouHOCTI pekoHCcTpykmii (RMSE, MAE, Biacrans
Baccepmreitna) Ta metpuk nuctpudytuaoi TounocTi (VR, KS, CMD, PCPE,
Ta JIeJIbTU eKciecy) [4].

Excnepumentu mnpoBoguiucs 3a cxemoro 10-kpaTHOi Kpoc-Bauiijarii.
AHanizyBajiMca 4YyTJUBICTh A0 YacTKu mpomyckiB (20%, 30%, 40%) Ta cunu
mexaHisMy MNAR (B,). Bisyamizamis Bkirodae pgiarpaMd pO3CiFOBaHHS,
ricTorpamMu HaKkJIaJaHHs PO3MOUTIB Ta TETUIOBI KapTH KOPEJISITi.

3a  pesynbraTaMu  CKCHEPUMEHTAIBHHX  JOCTIIHPKEHb  BIATOCS
1IeHTU(IKYBaTH JBa pI3HI PEKUMU KOJANCy MOJU, IO ICHYIOTh
y B3a€EMOJIOTIOBHIOIYMX CIMEHCTBaX METO/IIB IMITyTallii:

— nerepminictuunnii konanc: MICE ta MissForest nocsraioTh HU3bKOTO
RMSE, ane BuknukaoTh konanc posnogity (VR < 1.0 Ta Bucoka CMD). Ixni
TOYKOBI OLIIHKYA € TOYHUMH B OUIKYBaHHI, ajie¢ HEMPABWJIBHUMU B PO3IMOILI;
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— croxactuuanii komarc: CGS 30epirae TOYHICTh PO3MOJLTY, ajieé Hece
mrpadu 3a cepeHbOKBAIpAaTHUHE 3HAYCHHS TOMUIIKU Yepe3 BUOIPKY 3 XBOCTIB.
Horo Bubipku MaroTh MPaBHIIBHUN PO3MOALI, ajle OKPEMO HETOYHI.

2. Distributional Collapse: Target Column Density (hours-per-week)
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Pucynox 1 — Bizyanizariisi Kojancy po3nojaury

[e#t kommpowmic siBJIsie cOOOIO JTIOKa3 iICHYBaHHS ISl B3a€EMOIOTIOBHIOIOUYOTO
JU3aiiHy: apXITeKTypH, SKa BHUKOPHUCTOBYE JIETEPMIHICTHUHY TMPOEKIII0 SK
TEIJIMN CTapT, a MOTIM CTOXAaCTUYHHMI eTan yTOYHEHHs, KU 30yprO€ OIIHKY
TEIJIOT0 CTapTy B OIK CHPaBXHHLOTO YMOBHOTO po3noaury. Takum YuHOM,
y po0oTI A0BeAeHO icHYyBaHHs «UTt031i RMSE», 1110 00rpyHTOBYE HEOOX1HICTh
PO3pOOKHU JETEPMIHOBAHO-CTOXACTUUHUX METOIB IMITyTaIlli.
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