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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE

TEACHING (ІНФОРМАЦІЙНІ ТЕХНОЛОГІЇ У ВИКЛАДАННІ

ІНОЗЕМНОЇ МОВИ)
Pозглянуто  теоретичні  питання  щодо  використання  інформаційних технологій  у  викладанні  іноземної  мови,  визначено  основні  інформаційні ресурси та засоби, з’ясовано їхню важливість та актуальність.   
Technological advance is having considerable impact on the modern  way of teaching foreign languageі in higher school. That entails a vast deal of  innovations  and  changes  in  the  language  teaching.  Owing  to  the involvement of technology, the educational process is becoming much more interesting and effective. Technology is one of the most significant drivers of both social and linguistic change.  
Educationalists and researchers have recognised that the introduction of the new media into educational institutions calls for a change in learning and teaching patterns. They believe that the new media give opportunities for individual forms of learning, provide faster access to teaching materials and  enable  contents  to  be  continually  updated  with  minimum  efforts. 
Leading  scientists reveal the  following advantages of using  multimedia in teaching:  enhancing  learning  in  different  locations;  calling  for  and facilitating more independence on the part of the learner, more self-directed activities  and  the  organization  of  learning  processes;  enabling  students  to work at different rates and levels; encouraging interactive work; facilitating direct feedback; providing repetition when it is warranted to reinforce skills and learning. 
Nowadays the computer and internet technologies have brought into the learning and teaching of foreign languages indisputable transformation. Teachers  must  combine  the  knowledge  of  information  technologies  with practice or professional  knowledge in order to bring innovations in  to the classroom. The various traditional methods of teaching the language skills (listening,  speaking,  reading  and  writing),  for  instance,  still  remain important  for  teachers  of  foreign  languages.  However,  information technologies enable the teacher to modify teaching and learning strategies in order  to  create  student-centred  learning  environment  instead  of  the traditional  teacher-centred  which  persisted  for  long.  Both  multimedia  and internet  technologies  today  have  made  it  possible  for  teachers  of  various disciplines to modify their professional practices to achieve quality delivery. 

Information technological resources commonly used in teaching are as follows: computers, audio devices, video, television and radio broadcasts, telephone and others. 
Computer  Assisted  Language  Learning  (CALL)  software,  CD-ROMs, and office software applications have become common place in many  teaching  and  learning  environments.  Website  as  an  internet technology  is  an  essential  tool  to  facilitate  the  teaching  and  learning  of foreign  languages.  Teachers  use  the  Web  as  an  additional  source  of authentic  listening  materials  thanks  to  the  possibility  of  fast  downloads using MP3 software.  
Websites  provide  working  materials  for  the  teachers.  Website materials  that  teachers  can  download  and  include  printable  worksheets, lesson  plans,  dialog  ideas,  crossword  puzzles,  colour  pictures,  texts  for reading  and  gap  filling,  vocabulary  and  grammar  exercises,  class management instructions among others.
In addition to  websites, students can access e-library  materials at a distance.  E-library  has  reduced  congestion  in  traditional  libraries  and  let students  obtain  library  materials  even  at  home.  Teachers  of  foreign languages can use e-mail to reach many students at a distance. E-mails can be used to send learning materials to students, to give assignment, to assess and post the feedback to the students’ email boxes.  
The  use  of  video  provides  learners  with  important  elements  of spoken  communication  such  as:  gestures,  proxemics,  pronunciation, intonation,  all  embedded  in  natural,  cultural  contexts.  And  devices  like DVD  players,  web  sources,  laser  discs  and  video  cameras  readily  supply these  ones.  Satellite  and  terrestrial  radio  broadcasts,  as  well  as  television programmes, offer cheap access to contemporary, authentic, and potentially culturally rich programmes for the language learner.  
Concerning  the  development  of  technology,  the  use  of  multimedia teaching of foreign languages will be further developed. The process of the language learning  will be  more student-centered but less time-consuming. The  media  literate  teachers  have  to  master  a  vast  number  of  skills  and competencies.  Moreover,  they  need  to  focus  on  the  design  of  situations, sequences  and  activities  conducive  to  learning  languages  by  encouraging students to participate in collaborative efforts. The management of learning scenarios  where  students  and  teachers  complement  one  another’s  skills, expertise and knowledge in collaborative efforts must form the basis of the education of the language teachers of tomorrow.  

