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This paper examines the integration of Containerlab and vrnetlab for
efficient network topology emulating. Containerlab facilitates rapid deployment
of complex network scenarios using containers, while vrnetlab enables
virtualization of network devices. Using Cisco IOL firmware, the study
demonstrates containerized network device creation and highlights the benefits of
these tools for scalable, realistic testing. By optimizing topology preparation and
management, these technologies enhance flexibility and efficiency, making them
ideal for modern network engineering, research, and development.

VY cydacHUX MEpPEKHUX TEXHOJIOTISX 3pOCTAa€E yBara 0 CTBOPEHHS THYYKUX
Ta e(PEKTUBHUX CEPEIOBHUII JIJII TECTYBAHHS Ta eMYJIAIlii MEPEKHUX TOIOJOTIH.
OnHuM 13 IEPCIEKTUBHUX THCTPYMEHTIB 1j1s 1iboro € Containerlab [1, 2], axuii
3a0e3neduye MBUJIKE PO3TOPTaHHS CKJIAJIHUX MEPEKHHUX CIIEHAPIiB 32 JOTIOMOT OO
KOHTEeHHepiB. BaXuBy poJib y IIbOMY KOHTEKCTI Biirpae vrnetlab — iHCTpymMeHT
JUTSL IHTETpallii BIpTyalbHUX MEPEXKHHUX MPUCTPOIB Y KOHTEHHEPH, 110 TO3BOJISE
eMYJIIOBaTH pealibHe OoO0aJHaHHA. Y LI poOOTI JOCHIKYEThCS MO€THAHHS
Containerlab 1 vrnetlab sik eheKTUBHOTO 1THCTPYMEHTA ISl MEPEXKHUX 1HXKEHEPIB,
JIOCJTITHUKIB 1 pO3POOHMUKIB.

O TpaguuinHWA BipTyanbHWA
MapLUpyTU3aTop Y KOHTEeNHepI

D KOHTeMHepPHWMI nocTadanbHMK NOS A

O KOHTelHepHuU noctadansHuk NOS b

Puc. 1 — Peanizanis koneniii «Lab as Code», cTBOpeHO1 3a 101TOMOTOI0
Containerlab
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Vrnetlab no3Bosisie KoHTEHEpU3YBaTH BIpTyaibHI MEPEXKHI MPHUCTPOT, 110
TOYHO IMITYIOTh pOOOTYy peanpHOro obnaaHaHHA. Lleil iHCTpyMeHT miaATpuMye
pi3HI THUIH MEPEKHUX MPHUCTPOIB, 30KpeMa MaplIpyTU3aTOPH, KOMYTaTOpU Ta
1HII KOMITIOHEHTH, 110 CTIPHUSi€ CTBOPEHHIO PEANiCTUYHUX TECTOBUX CEPEIOBHUIII
JUIS MOJCIIIOBaHHS CKJIaJHUX MEPEKHUX CIeHapiiB. [HTerpaiis BipTyaJbHHUX
IOPUCTPOIB Yy KOHTEMHEPH CIPOLIY€E IMPOLEC PO3TOPTAHHA Ta YIPaBIIHHS
MEPEKHUMHU TOMOJOTISIMU, POOJIAYM iX JOCTYNHIIIUMHU i1 TECTyBaHHS,
HaBYaHHSA Ta po3poOku. Kpim Toro, vrnetlab 3abesneuye macmTaboBaHICTh
TECTOBHUX CEPENOBUII, 1110 POOUTH WOTr0 €(PEeKTUBHUM PIIIEHHSAM JJIs MPOEKTIB
Oy/Ib-SIKOTO PIBHS CKJIQTHOCTI.

Jlia neMoHcTparlii MoXIuBocTel vrnetlab po3riisiHyTO Mpolec CTBOPEHHS
KOHTElHEepa MepeKHOTro npuctporo Ha ocHoBl mpommBku Cisco IOL (I0S on
Linux). Cisco IOL € nerkoBaroBum o0Opa3om, SIKAid Mpaloe y BUTIIA I O1HAPHOTO
Gaiiy 06e3 J0JaTKOBOTO IIapy BipTyamizallli, 1mo 3abe3reuye HOro MIBUAKE
posroptanHs. Buauisitors n1Ba Tunu obpasis Cisco IOL:

[ IOL — npusHauenuit mans pobotm Ha piBHi  Layer 3
(MapuIpyTHU3aTOpn);

N IOL-L2 — BukopucroByeThcsi ans piBHIB Layer 2/Layer 2+
(komMyTaTopH).

st ctBopenHs koHTeliHepa Ha ocHOBI Cisco IOL 3actocoByeThesi daiin
cisco_iol-17.15.01.bin, sxuii mMoxxHa oTpumartu 3 odimiiHoro pimeHHs Cisco
Modeling Lab (CML) [3]. Leit daiin micTuTh 00pa3 onepariiHoi CUCTEMH JIJIs
BIPTyaJIbHOTO MEPEKHOTO TPUCTPOI0 Ta BUKOPUCTOBYETHCS SK OCHOBA IS
CTBOpEHHsI KoHTeiHepa. [licinsa otpumanns daitny cisco_i0l-17.15.01.bin ioro
KOIMIOITh Y poOoUy TUPEKTOPII0, Je 3AIUCHIOEThCA Tpoliec cTBopeHHs: Docker-
obpa3y. Jlns 1bOro BHKOPHCTOBYEThCS KoMaHaa Mmake docker-image, ska
aBToMaTH4HO (hopmye Docker-oOpa3 Ha OCHOBI BKa3aHOTO (haidry MPOIIMBKH.

root@containerlab:~/containerlab_dir/vrnetlab/cisco/iol# make docker—image
for IMAGE in cisco_iol-12.17.15.01.bin; do \
echo "Making $TMAGE"; \
make IMAGE=SIMAGE docker-build; \
make IMAGE=SIMAGE docker-clean-build; \
done
Making cisco_iol-12.17.15.01.bin
make[1]: Entering directory '/root/containerlab_dir/vrnetlab/cisco/iol’
--> Cleaning docker build context
rm —f docker/+.qcow2* docker/*.tgz* docker/*.vmdk#* docker/#.iso docker/#.xml docker/#*.bin
rm —f docker/healthcheck.py docker/vrnetlab.py
Building docker image using cisco_iol-12.17.15.01.bin as vrnetlab/cisco_iol:12.17.15.01
echo "ok"
ok
make IMAGE=$IMAGE docker-build-image-copy
make[2]: Entering directory '/root/containerlab_dir/vrnetlab/cisco/iol'
cp cisco_iol-12,17.15.01.bin* docker/
make[2]: Leaving directory '/root/containerlab_dir/vrnetlab/cisco/iol’
(cd docker; docker build —-build-arg http_proxy= —-build-arg HTTP_PROXY= —-build-arg https_proxy= —-b
uild-arg HTTPS_PROXY= --build-arg IMAGE=cisco_iol-12.17.15.01.bin —-build-arg VERSION=12,17.15.01 --1
abel "vrnetlab-version=$(git log -1 --format=format:"Commit: %H from %aD")" -t vrnetlab/cisco_iol:12.
17.15.01 .)

Puc. 2 — CtBopeHHs KOHTeWHEpY Ha 0CHOBI (haitry mpormmBku Cisco
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Y mpomeci cTBOpeHHs ~KOHTeWHepa aim  cisco_iol-17.15.01.bin
IHTETpy€eThCS B KOHTEHHEp Ta OTPUMY€E BIANOBITHUN Ter, HaNpPUKIAT,
vrnetlab/cisco_iol:17.15.01. [Ilicas 3aBepiieHHS TreHepamii o0pa3y Horo
KOPEKTHICTh MOKHA TEPEBIPUTH 3a J0MOMOror komanmum docker images, sika
BimoOpakae cmucok ycix pgoctynmHux Docker-obpasiB. CtBopenuit o0pa3
vrnetlab/cisco_io0l:17.15.01 roroBuii 10 BHKOPHUCTAaHHS B  TOIOJIOTIAX
Containerlab. g #oro iHTerpaiii B MEpeXHY TOIOJOTII0 HEOOX1HO BHECTU
BI/IMOBIIHI HaJAITyBaHHA Yy (aiin koHbIirypariii Tonosorii [4].

Takum uywmHoM, moeqHanHs Containerlab 1 vrnetlab BigkpuBae HOBI
MO>KJIMBOCTI JUIsI IIBUJIKOTO Ta €()eKTUBHOTO CTBOPEHHS BIPTYaIbHUX MEPEHKHUX
cepenoBui [S]. L{i iHCTpyMEHTH Jal0Th 3MOTY €MYJIIOBATH MEPEXkH1 TOMOJOTIi
PI3HOI CKJIATHOCTI — BIJ HPOCTUX J1A0OPATOPHUX CLEHApIiB A0 1€papXIYHUX
Mepex, 3a0e3leuyloud MpU I[bOMY BUCOKY TOYHICTh BIATBOPEHHS POOOTH
pearbHOTO OOMagHaHHS. 3aBASKA MOMJIMBOCTI IIBHAKOTO PO3TOPTaHHS Ta
MacIITadyBaHHs BOHH € HE3aMiHHUMH JJIs1 TECTYBaHHSI HOBHUX MEPEKHUX PIllICHb,
NIATOTOBKH (paxiBLIB 1 MPOBEAEHHS JOCIIIKEHb y cepi 1HHOKOMYHIKALIMHUX
TEXHOJIOT1M.

Kpim Toro, Buxkopuctanus Containerlab i1 vrnetlab BignoBizae xkonmemniii
«Lab as Code» (LaC), mo mependadae mporpamMHO BHU3HAYEHE YIMPABIIIHHS
naboparopHuMu  cepenoBuiiamu  [6]. lLle gae 3mory aBTOMaru3yBaTu
pO3rOpTaHHs, HAJAINTYBaHHS Ta TECTYBaHHS MEPEXHUX 1HOPACTPYKTYp 3a
JIOTIOMOTOI0  JIeKJIapaTUBHUX KoHpirypamii. 3aBasku npomy minxig LaaC
MIJBUIIYE THYYKICTH 1 TOBTOPIOBAHICTh EKCIEPUMEHTIB, a TaKOX CIPHSIE
iHTerpamii tecroBux cepenoBuny y CI/CD-mpouecu. Buxopucranns Ttakux
IHCTPYMEHTIB 3HAYHO CKOPOYY€E Yac Ha MIATOTOBKY TECTOBUX CEPEAOBMIL, IO
POOUTH TX ONTUMATILHIUM BHOOPOM JIJISi MEPEKHOTO MPOEKTYBAHHS.
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