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DIGITAL BUSINESS COMMUNITIES IN EU

Digital business communities allow you to quickly find partners, suppliers,
agents, and expand your network of contacts and have such advantages:

— on the basis of the created community, managers and entrepreneurs can
conduct online surveys, organize online contests and conduct advertising activities;

— business communities take part in financing scientific events (conferences,
seminars), advise government agencies, can provide proposals for legislative bodies;

— on the basis of the online community, firm can involve staff in online
training, conduct training, and group business games.

There are several powerful European business communities, that have
influence on innovative, research and communication activity of EU firms: EIT
platform, Made in Europe initiative, European Digital SME Alliance.

The European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) drives innovation
in Europe by supporting entrepreneurs, innovators and students across Europe to turn
their best ideas into reality. EIT was created by the European Union in 2008 to

strengthen Europe’s ability to innovate. With 2900 partners, the EIT is Europe’s
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largest innovation ecosystem and connects innovators and organisations [1]. The
main achieved results include: 64 innovation hubs in Europe, 13000 jobs created,
1400 new products and services, 3.9 bln Euro raised by EIT Ventures and 3800
ventures supported [1].

EIT community consists several powerful programs, like EIT Manufacturing,
EIT Digital, EIR Raw Materials, EIT InnoEnergy, EIT Urban Mobility.

EIT Manufacturing was established in 2019 with a vision that global
manufacturing will continue to be led by Europe. It does so by translating scientific
advances into marketable innovations and connecting fragmented networks into a
thriving ecosystem. EIT Manufacturing brings together a growing network of top-
tier industrial partners, leading academic and research institutions from across the
region, as well as innovative start-ups, scale-ups and SMEs. The EIT Manufacturing
partnership covers the entire product life cycle. It consists of over 65 members from
leading industry players, universities and research institutions. The bulk of EIT
Manufacturing's operating budget — approximately €400 million until 2026 — is
dedicated to funding projects that turn research into ready-made solutions. EIT
Manufacturing 2030 goals are: create and support 1000 start-ups, invest 325mlin Euro
by EIT Venture, create 360 new solutions [2].

EIT Digital responds to specific innovation needs by, for example, finding the
right partners to bring technology to market, supporting digital scale-up, attracting
talent and developing their digital knowledge and skills, investing in priority areas
such as Digital Tech, Digital Cities, Digital Industry, Digital Wellbeing,
and Digital Finance. While in 2010 21% of EIT Digital partners were from industry,
this has risen to almost 70% in 2021 [3].

Another manufacturing partnership in Europe is Made in Europe (2021-2027).
It provide full attention to the relationship between material and product innovation
and production process innovation along their lifecycles. This involves closing the
loop between product and production process, as well as anticipating longer-term
technology roadmaps for product sectors, aligning them with production technology
roadmaps. Moreover, it will account for new servitisation business models where the
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design  and manufacturing of products, the leasing and remote
monitoring/maintenance and return of products lead to new paradigms. Hence, the
Impact of the partnership will be maximised across different product sectors from
material producers up to OEMs and service providers [4].

The European Digital SME Alliance is the largest network of ICT small and
medium enterprises in Europe, representing more than 45,000 enterprises in total.
The Alliance is the joint effort of 30 national and regional SME associations from EU
member states and neighbouring countries to put digital SME at the centre of the EU
agenda. The priorities of community are digital skills, sustainable digitalization,
competitive digital markets, cybersecurity and data protection, future technologies
and Al, ICT standards for SME, Smart Communities [5].

Such European business communities support business innovation, their
diffusion across industries, plays an important role in business communication.
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