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The authors follow structural functionalism and neofunctionalism as dominant methodology 

for interpretation of social security as a social institution (mechanism) controlling homeostasis and 

sustainability of the social system (society). Social security in the contemporary society is a very 

complex, ambiguous matter. It is a synthetic, integrative unlike many other types of security, since it 

accumulates, on the one hand, partial processes, relevant data and at the same time allows to focus on 

the main directions of search. Because of the plural problems (challenges, threats, dangers, etc.) the 

paper leaves for analysis only those that threaten stability and sustainable development of society (in 

Ukraine and in developed European states) as such. Crime is one of such problems. The authors 

stressed the importance of trust in the public and social institutions fighting crime, presenting and 

analyzing relevant data. The analysis of problems related to counteraction to crime is provided by 

authors in the context of reforms in Ukrainian society, is compared with EU neighboring states’ 

realities, based on statistical data as well as on the results of public opinion polls. 
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В.М. Ніколаєвський, В.В. Омельченко 

СОЦІАЛЬНА БЕЗПЕКА ТА ЗЛОЧИННІСТЬ У СУЧАСНОМУ СУСПІЛЬСТВІ: 

ПРОБЛЕМИ, ІНСТРУМЕНТИ, ТЕНДЕНЦІЇ В УКРАЇНСЬКОМУ КОНТЕКСТІ 

Автори, згідно методології структурного функціоналізму та неофункціоналізму, 

виходять з інтерпретації соціальної безпеки як соціального інституту (механізму), що 

контролює гомеостаз та стійкість соціальної системи (суспільства). Пропонується розуміти 

соціальну безпеку в сучасному суспільстві як синтетичний, інтегративний та неоднозначний 

концепт, який вирізняється від багатьох інших видів безпеки, оскільки відбиває, з одного боку, 

часткові процеси, а з іншого – дозволяє зосередити увагу на основних напрямках пошуку. 

Внаслідок множинних проблем (викликів, загроз, небезпек тощо) у статті зосереджено увагу 

лише на аналізі однієї з тих проблем, що ставлять під загрозу стабільність та сталий 

розвиток суспільства (як в Україні, так і в розвинених європейських країнах), а саме 

злочинності. Автори акцентують увагу на важливості довіри громадськості до соціальних 

інститутів, «відповідальних» за боротьбу зі злочинністю, продукування та аналіз відповідних 

даних. Аналіз проблем, пов'язаних з протидією злочинності, здійснюється авторами в 

контексті реформ в українському суспільстві, порівнюється з реаліями країн ЄС-сусідок, 

ґрунтується статистичних даних та результатах соціологічних досліджень. 

Ключові слова: безпека, соціальна безпека, публічна безпека, громадська безпека, 

злочинність, реформи у суспільстві 
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В.Н. Николаевский, В.В. Омельченко 

СОЦИАЛЬНАЯ БЕЗОПАСНОСТЬ И ПРЕСТУПНОСТЬ В СОВРЕМЕННОМ 

ОБЩЕСТВЕ: ПРОБЛЕМЫ, ИНСТРУМЕНТЫ, ТЕНДЕНЦИИ В УКРАИНСКОМ 

КОНТЕКСТЕ 

Авторы, в соответствии с методологией структурного функционализма и 

неофункционализма, исходят из интерпретации социальной безопасности как социального 

института (механизма), который контролирует гомеостаз и стабильность социальной 

системы (общества). Предлагается понимать социальную безопасность в современном 

обществе как синтетический, интегративный и неоднозначный концепт, который 

отличается от множества других видов безопасности, поскольку отображает, с одной 

стороны, частичные процессы, а сдругой – позволяет сосредоточить внимание на основных 

направлениях поиска. Вследствие множества проблем (вызовов, угроз, опасностей и др.) в 

статье акцентировано внимание лишь на анализе одной из тех проблем, которые угрожают 

стабильности и устойчивому развитию общества (как в Украине, так и в развитых 

европейских странах), а именно преступности. Авторы акцентируют внимание на важности 

доверия к социальным институтам, «ответственных» за борьбу с преступностью, 

продуцирование и анализ соответствующей информации. Анализ проблем, связанных с 

противодействием преступности, осуществляется авторами в контексте реформ в 

украинском обществе, сравнивается с реалиями стран ЕС-соседок, основан на 

статистических данных и результатах социологических исследований. 

Ключевые слова: безопасность, социальная безопасность, публичная безопасность, 

общественная безопасность, преступность, реформы в обществе 

 

Contemporary society, apparently more than ever, faces many problems, which 

threaten its sustainable development and even existence. Obviously, it actualizes (should 

actualize) the focused research interest in their study by using of methodological tools of 

many social sciences and humanities, in particular sociology, as the main, central in their 

search. The problem of security, is one of such problems, the importance of which both in the 

theoretical and practical dimensions can’t be exaggerated. So, on the one hand, it is not 

surprising that this concept (and phenomenon) is actively explored by political scientists, 

economists, media researches, psychologists, environmentalists, etc. as well as practical 

specialists in relevant fields. On the other hand, it is surprising that sociologists are 

significantly less active in the studying of security, which, among other issues, negatively 

affects the integrity, complexity of its analysis. 

Securing security is a priority value, of which nowadays society is becoming more 

aware. Growing number of political, economic, social, information, ecological, military etc. 

dangers and threats of both traditional and new type, which needs new mechanisms, tools and 

culture to react; the further development of society, its quality of life (especially in more 

developed countries) is more influenced by various opportunities for stability and security 

rather than economic factors; securing security becomes influential, weighty factor in global, 

international cooperation, because effect the formation of new society, etc. are among them; 

globalization (first of all, political and economic) in the last decades has made an impact on 

crime globalization as well. A free and open market as never before incited an economic 

growth and simultaneously opened unlimited opportunities for incidence of shadow business. 

Organized crime itself is being diversified and globalized, and organized crime groups are 

becoming a problem and a threat to security (national and international). Transnational 

organized crime at the same time provokes corruption and becomes infiltrated into business 

and politics, and thus threaten the stability of society. 

Security, security maintenance in the contemporary society (global as a whole), as 

well known, is a very complex, ambiguous and paradoxical matter. It requires constant and 

consecutive research, which is determined by various factors, such as, for instance, new issues 
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related to transformation (political, economic, social, legal system, etc.) which bring quality 

features, changes of society, world. Another important issue is the following: political, social, 

economic, etc. transformations have been successfully implemented in different countries of 

Central and Eastern Europe, neighboring Ukraine, but that reforms are still on the way and are 

far from complete in others (like Ukraine). It seems that the advantage of sociological 

research’ focus on security could be the analysis of the concept of social security. 

The concept of security as well as social security has not yet received the proper level 

of comprehension, conceptualization in sociology, other Social sciences and Humanities (it’s 

quite true for Ukraine) as, say, national, economic, informational or public security, and 

therefore it is one that, among other things, provides broad horizons of the very scientific 

search, as well as development of relevant indicators and its measurement. 

Studying it, it is likely that one should focus on the concept of security and, therefore, 

engage in the analysis of various concepts, categories and terms like risk, danger, threat, 

disaster, stability, well-being, quality of life, fear, freedom, human rights, globalization, crisis 

society, modernization, public security policy, etc. 

Social security is such a condition (and trends in its changes) in which the state 

provides stability and sustainability of the processes of the population’s reproduction, decent 

living conditions of the person. We may say that security reflects the functionality, and, 

accordingly, the functional state of the social system (social institution, social subsystem, 

society as a whole). It is a mechanism (complex of mechanisms) of maintaining the balance, 

system stability (in more detail, please, see [Nikolayevskyy 2014]). 

In other words, social security is a synthetic, integrative unlike many other types of 

security1, since it accumulates, on the one hand, partial processes, relevant data, results in 

various areas, spheres of the society, and on the other hand – allows to focus on the main 

directions of (re)search. Also, because of the plural problems (challenges, threats, dangers, 

etc.) the paper leaves for further analysis only those that threaten stability and sustainable 

development of society as such. 

In our opinion, it is natural that the specific structure of social security in different 

societies is different, thus, it depends directly on the type and nature of society. 

However, unlike analogous strategies of developed countries that can be defined as 

strategies for sustainable development, in Ukraine, such a strategy should be defined as a 

strategy not only for sustainable development, but, first of all, one (strategy) of transformation 

and reform, that is, a development strategy aimed at the effective solving of a number of 

political, economic and social problems. And more, in the list of Ukraine's priority national 

interests social interests should occupy a special place2. That’s why, it seems important to 

                                                 
1 In this context among various approaches to the security it seems interesting to distinguish several (at least 

three) approaches to the concept of social security in connection with social protection: «minimalist» (social 

security is understood as protection of socially unprotected groups of the population (social welfare), «socio-

state approach» when social security equals the protection of all (groups) of the population; and «societal» as the 

comprehensive protection of the societal community from a wide range of threats. 
2 Obviously, in our turbulent time, reforms are the reality (or should become the reality) of any society, 

regardless of its level of development. For instance, we can say about reforms in the fields of labor and education 

in France, judicial reform in Poland, higher education reform, forestry state economy reform, tax reform, state 

service reform concerning Lithuania etc. As well known, Ukraine is literally in the process of reforming of all 

most important and security sensitive spheres of society. We can say about more than twenty reforms which are 

launched in a country during last three years, caused by Euromaidan (Revolution of Dignity) and started 

(restarted) in 2014. Anticorruption, judicial, constitutional, public administration, local self-government reform 

and decentralization of power, election law, law enforcement bodies, national security and defense, tax and 

budget, reform of financial sector and pension system, e-governance, healthcare system, educational reforms are 

among them. The truth is also that this process is very ambitious, and, on the other hand – is highly 

controversial, inconsistent, ambiguous, painful and faltering. By the way, high-ranking officials of EU member 

states, transnational business, as well as political science repeatedly emphasized the problems of reforms in 

Ukraine, noting that during last four years Ukraine has moved in reforming more than in previous twenty years, 
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underline, that one has to rely also on the concept of social and focus on social problems. In 

this context (social security) among the problems, which are the serious threats to 

contemporary society, are various ones (quality of life, first of all, the level of material well-

being, health, demographic problems, as well as human rights, military threats, stability of 

society and many others). Many of them are also relevant for the European Union and 

Ukrainian societies [Ryzykohenni... 2016, Politychni... 2016, Pres-reliz... 2017, Standard 

Eurobarometer... 2017. 

At the same time, one of such problems, which is rather acute (objectively and 

according to subjective perception of the population) in Ukrainian society, but not only, from 

our point of view, relate to crime and connected issues (violent crimes, corruption, juvenile 

delinquency, crimes against property, etc.). Crime is a regular and inevitable phenomenon. It 

is, however, evident that crime remains the most relevant problem of public security. 

For instance, in the case of Ukraine, an increase in crime in 2017 is among the most 

weighty fears (43%), that is even more than the fear of the attack by an external enemy (38%). 

According to the data of survey (2017), conducted by «Dragon Capital» and EBA (European 

Business Association), respondents on a 10-point scale of importance evaluated corruption in 

8.5. Previous to the survey year (2016), compared to 2015 year, the biggest changes in public 

opinion were noted in the crime situation (47% of the population noted the deterioration in 

2015, compared with 62% in 2016) [Politychni... 2016, Corruptsia... 2017, Pres-

коnferentsiya... 2017]. 

Crime is not only one of the key factors, exerting an effect on social security, as well 

as public security as its subelement, the security system as a whole, but also a common human 

problem. Commission of a crime violates both a victim’s and public interest. Priority of crime 

prevention primarily is related to the Western values of democracy. Therefore, it’s natural that 

special attention is devoted to this area at the EU level. Crime prevention in the Lisbon Treaty 

is referred to the key building blocks to establish and maintain an area of freedom, security 

and justice. Also, the Stockholm Program reiterated the importance of crime prevention, and 

by Council Decision 2001/427/TVR, which was repealed by Council Decision 

2009/902/TVR, the European Crime Prevention Network was set up aiming at facilitating 

cooperation, maintaining contacts and exchange of information and experience in the field of 

crime prevention [Tumalavičius 2017]. 

However, the declarative reiteration of prevention importance is not enough to achieve 

the targeted results. In Eastern Europe, unlike West European countries, possessing long-term 

democracy traditions, crime prevention was accorded traditionally less attention. Also, should 

be understood that the effectiveness of counteracting crime directly depends on the strength, 

«power» of those public institutions that are responsible for this direction of activity, and by 

that, depends on trust in them. 

The data in the Table 1 show more or less well-balanced levels of trust to one of the 

most important institutions – the police – in 8 of 9 EU member states and simultaneously the 

                                                                                                                                                         
but, at the same time stressing the importance of their acceleration, the strengthening of the fight against 

corruption. Speaking at the Atlantic Council on March 29, 2018, prof. F. Fukuyama (Stanford University) noted 

that Ukraine is an important state in Europe and Eurasia, therefore, the impact of what is happening in this 

country will spread to other parts of the world. The current democratic transformation in Ukraine is, in fact, part 

of the global process of struggle for democracy with populism and authoritarianism, which is why the success of 

Ukrainians will be of great significance not only for Europe but also for the world as a whole [Peremoga 

Ukrayiny...2018]. Mention, also the opinions and estimates of reforms in Ukraine of, for instance, High 

Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Vice-President of the Commission 

F. Mogherini, the British Foreign Secretary B. Johnson, Ambassador of France to Ukraine I. Dumont, 

Ambassador of Lithuania to Ukraine M.Yanukonis, first Deputy Managing Director of the International 

Monetary Fund Mr. David Lipton, the EBRD Director for Ukraine Mr. Sevki Acuner. [Antykoruptsiynyi... 2017, 

Posol Lytvy... 2017, Sydorenko 2017, Tsaturyan 2018, U EBRD ne...2018, Ukraine Reform... 2017, Ukraina 

zа... 2017] 
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«countries of the region» and neighbours of Ukraine. Moreover, in 4 of EU states, Baltic 

states (Estonia, Finland, Lithuania and Sweden) the level of trust to police is higher than the 

EU average and in two states (Poland and Slovakia) has significantly increased over a year 

[Public... 2017, Public... 2016, Stavlennya... 2017, Оtsinka...2016]. In Ukraine the levels of 

trust to both institutions – National police and Patrol police, which are in the process of 

reforming, are significantly lower. 

 

Table 1. Trust in police* in some EU member states and Ukraine (%) 

 

 2017 2016 

 tend  

to trust 

tend not 

 to trust 

balance 

(+/-)** 

tend  

to trust 

tend not  

to trust 

balance 

(+/-)** 

Estonia 80 14 +66 80 15 +65 

Finland 95 4 +91 91 9 +82 

Hungary 67 32 +35 64 34 +30 

Latvia 61 31 +30 59 34 +25 

Lithuania 78 21 +57 74 23 +51 

Poland 54 42 +12 63 31 +30 

Romania 54 42 +12 49 48 +1 

Slovakia 43 53 -10 46 50 -4 

Sweden 87 11 +76 78 21 +57 

EU 75 23 +52 71 25 +46 

Ukraine 1 39 46 -7 25 64 -39 

Ukraine 2 41 43 -2 37 44 +7 

*    in case of Ukraine we say about trust in National police (line Ukraine 1) and trust in Patrol police (new) 

(line Ukraine 2) 

** the balance is calculated by the formula: balance = “tend to trust” – “tend not to trust”; except for Ukraine, 

authors’ calculations. 

 

Of course, there are different levels of trust to public and social institutions in Ukraine. 

Among the public and social institutions, volunteers’ organizations, Church, Armed forces of 

Ukraine, volunteer battalions, the National Guard of Ukraine, the State Emergency Service of 

Ukraine, NGO’s, State Border Guard Service of Ukraine, Ukrainian Mass media the amount 

of Ukrainians, who trust to them is more compared to those, who don’t trust. But at the same 

time (and in the context of our analysis it is crucial) the levels of trust to many other 

institutions (Prosecutor’s office, Judicature, Security Service, Parliament, Government, 

President), which are at the forefront in counteracting crime in neighbouring Ukraine  

EU states and Ukraine differ. In case of EU states we mainly can talk about higher levels of 

trust, as well as a positive balance of trust-distrust to many of that institutions, in Ukraine the 

situation is much worse, which (in Ukraine) dramatically complicates their activities 

[Stavlennya... 2017]. 

Accordingly, penal policy by the duration of imprisonment and the number of 

prisoners in the region is somewhat stricter than in Western Europe, since it is traditionally 

deemed to be a proper reaction to crimes. One can see (please, look at Table 2) that in 

Ukraine, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, as well as in Hungary, Poland and Slovakia a level of 

imprisonment is one of the highest in Europe. For instance, Ukraine is 42nd (resp. 16th3) 

among 57 European states in the ranking list. A few moments are attracting attention also. 

                                                 
3 A sharp reduction in the number of prisoners in Ukraine in the context of the radical (and sometimes highly 

controversial) reform of the police in the among with the background of the minimum level of disclosure of 

crimes in the transition period of the police reform may change by increasing in crime rate, or the corresponding 

systemic reaction of law enforcement bodies in the form of «tougher on crime». [Yagunov 2016] 
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Here are some of them, which are eloquent enough. Overall, the prison population trend in the 

period 2000 – 2017 points to a decline in Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania and Ukraine, 

which is mostly corresponds to the trend for the EU [World... 2017]. 

 

Table 2. Prison population trend (year, prison population rate, number of prisoners) in some  

 EU member states and Ukraine 

 

 2017 

ranking place* 

2017 2016 2000 

Estonia 48 208 204 343 

Finland 5 – 6 57 - 55 

Hungary 44 184 180 152 

Latvia 50 218 224 370 

Lithuania 52 235 254 410 

Poland 47 195 189 184 

Romania 29 124 140 215 

Slovakia 45 188 183 129 

Sweden 5 – 6 57 - 60 

Ukraine 42 167 - 443 

EU  131*  137** 
* calculated by the authors; the minimum score of “prison population rate” is the first ranking place, range of 

values – 1 – 57. 

** calculated by the authors; in some cases data are not available for estimated period (year 2000), therefore, 

indicators for another period were taken into account. It’s about Albania (2001), Andorra (2001), 

Liechtenstein (1999) and Malta (1999). 

 

It is evident that the existing situation is not compatible only with the priorities of 

these states, as some of them are the integral part of the EU and second state (Ukraine) in its 

reform as a whole is guided by the rules, practices and values of EU. In the contemporary 

doctrine and practice it is still more acknowledged that application of the penalty of 

imprisonment is not only ineffective but also has a negative impact on the individuality of 

convicts, and it is difficult to neutralize such impact both by the internal procedures 

established in the imprisonment facilities and by resocialization programs. 

A high level of imprisonment witnesses not only the high recidivism of crimes, but 

first of all the inadequate reaction to crime when focus is towards fighting consequences 

rather than causes. What is more, a high level of imprisonment reflects not only the improper 

methods for ensuring the fight against crime and security of society, this being one of the key 

obstacles in the prevention effectiveness (since persons after serving the imprisonment term 

experience stigmatization and get resocialized with much more difficulty), but also the 

inefficiency of prevention per se since it is related to high crime recidivism. 

This predetermines the need to be in search of opportunities for optimizing crime 

prevention, first of all, by identifying the problems in this field. 

Concluding, we can say, that at the lawmaking stage, the very important problem is 

too weak control of compatibility and efficiency of the sub-statutory implementing legal acts. 

At the stage of law application, ineffectiveness of control over criminal processes is 

conditioned by the poor quality of institutional activities, due to which distrust in institutions 

and crime latency get enhanced. Effectiveness of control over criminal processes depends on 

the prevention efficiency; therefore, as much as possible attention should be devoted to the 

social prevention measures of social assistance and persuasion type, purposeful and focused 

on specific problems. Even though in Ukraine (as well as in EU states) the perception of 

renovating a mandatory crime prevention system is observed, however, it is possible to 

indicate the following obstacles in prevention effectiveness, like the absence of the structural 
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centre; legal regulation of crime prevention, hindering to ensure the efficiency of prevention 

projects; lack in the control of the real prevention activity efficiency; subjective standpoints 

and approaches of prevention actors and lack of self-education. 
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ПСИХОЛОГІЧНА КОМПЕТЕНТНІСТЬ ЯК КЛЮЧОВА 

КОМПЕТЕНТНІСТЬ СУЧАСНОГО ФАХІВЦЯ 

У статті викладено результати теоретичного аналізу психологічної компетентності 

з позиції компетентнісного підходу в освіті. Запропоновано авторське визначення 

психологічної компетентності як здатності особистості до самопізнання, самоконтролю, до 

ефективного спілкування і взаємодії з іншими людьми, саморозвитку та самореалізації. 

Визначені та охарактеризовані основні компоненти психологічної компетентності. Зроблено 

висновок, що психологічна компетентність є ключовою компетентністю сучасного фахівця.  

Ключові слова: психологічна компетентність, компетентнісний підхід, освіта, ключові 

компетентності. 

Е.А. Бакаленко 

ПСИХОЛОГИЧЕСКАЯ КОМПЕТЕНТНОСТЬ КАК КЛЮЧЕВАЯ  

КОМПЕТЕНТНОСТЬ СОВРЕМЕННОГО СПЕЦИАЛИСТА 

В статье изложены результаты теоретического анализа психологической 

компетентности с позиции компетентностного подхода в образовании. Предложено 

авторское определение психологической компетентности как способности личности к 

самопознанию, самоконтролю, к эффективному общению и взаимодействию с другими 

людьми, саморазвитию и самореализации. Определены и охарактеризованы основные 

компоненты психологической компетентности. Сделан вывод, что психологическая 

компетентность является ключевой компетентностью современного специалиста. 

Ключевые слова: психологическая компетентность, компетентностный подход, 

образование, ключевые компетентности. 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL COMPETENCE AS THE KEY COMPETENCE  

OF THE MODERN SPECIALIST 

The article presents the results of theoretical analysis of psychological competence from the 

point of view of the competence approach in education. The author's definition of psychological 

competence as an ability of personality to self-knowledge, self-control, to effective communication and 
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